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save and invest for their future. Tax
free home sales, three-year income
averaging for farmers and death tax re-
lief will also reduce the burdens on
American families. We all know that
they can spend the money a whole lot
smarter than the Federal Government
can.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday the Congress
gave the American people more good
news on taxes, voting to extend the
R&D tax credit through 1999, acceler-
ate the full deductibility of health care
costs and extending the work opportu-
nities tax credit. We still have much
more to do but this is a great start.
What a difference a Republican Con-
gress has made.
f

LACK OF LEADERSHIP

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, this Con-
gress lacks standing to criticize the
President. This is a do-nothing Con-
gress. Look what this Congress has ac-
complished under the Republican lead-
ership. They have killed a national
child care initiative. They have killed
a Patients’ Bill of Rights. They have
killed the tobacco settlement, and they
have killed campaign finance reform.

We Democrats are here today fight-
ing for education, trying to salvage
something out of a pathetic year. We
want smaller class sizes for our kids.
We want better school buildings in this
country. We want higher education
standards for this country. We have got
to salvage something because every
child in this country deserves a chance
to be a productive citizen in this global
economy.

The Republican leadership in this
Congress cannot run a railroad. It is
because they do not want the train to
leave the station. And we Democrats
are going to stay here fighting for edu-
cation as long as it takes.
f

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN FACT AND
OPINION

(Mr. CALVERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, there is
a difference between fact and opinion. I
think any objective observer would
look at the facts and agree with this
conclusion: We have a part-time Presi-
dent and a full-time fund-raiser.

Just consider the facts: Yesterday
the President’s New York City fund-
raiser was his 100th of the year, yester-
day, the 100th fund-raiser of the year.
Meanwhile he has had only two cabinet
meetings. For those of us who have not
had higher math, who were raised on
whole math, rain forest math or other
liberal nonsense, that works out to ap-
proximately one cabinet meeting for
every 50 fund-raisers. Of course, we are
not sure exactly how much important

business was discussed at those two
cabinet meetings aside from denials,
retractions and half apologies.

This Congress has put aside $1.4 tril-
lion for Social Security, passed a bal-
anced budget, IRS reform and tax cuts,
making it perhaps the most successful
Congress in a generation. Meanwhile
the part-time President allows Saddam
Hussein to thumb his nose at us, North
Korea to threaten its neighbors and a
national missile defense system to re-
main on the shelf.
f

REPUBLICAN CONGRESS IS
COASTING

(Mr. VENTO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, after doing
half a job, this Congress for the past
year has been coasting. Here we are, al-
most 15 days beyond, two weeks beyond
the fiscal year and the budget matters
are not being addressed. For these 10
months, bills and proposals that the
President put on the table and the
Democrats have been pushing on edu-
cation and investing in people have
been languishing. There has been no re-
sponse.

The Republicans in Congress have
said no!

The only Republicans Congress re-
sponse is to pass some window dressing
bills in terms of authorization, then to
turn around and not even put the
money into the appropriation bills that
would fund those important education
programs. I think it is time to offer
real money for school to put the dol-
lars behind the rhetoric in school con-
struction, to offer more than just duck
tape and lip service to deal with the
worn out facilities that our children
are supposed to be taught with in and
learning. I think it is time to put
teachers in the classroom and provide
smaller class size, the type of quality
assistance that our children need today
more than ever.

This generation deserves the same in-
vestment that past generations had
and that others in this country had.
Our children are our future. Education
is the ticket to success and oppor-
tunity in our democracy. Let us vote
for these education programs and ini-
tiatives.
f

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

(Mr. BARR of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
Matthew Shepard a 21-year-old student
in Wyoming is dead, brutally murdered
by those who for one reason or another
did not like him. The perpetrators need
to be punished swiftly, thoroughly and
appropriately, namely, the death pen-
alty.

Wyoming is trying to do its job. Let
us here in the Congress let Wyoming do

its job. Wyoming provides for the death
penalty in cases such as this. Yet there
are those who are clamoring for Fed-
eral legislation to ‘‘increase penalties
for such crimes.’’ One really wonders
what would be an increased penalty
over the death penalty. I would be in-
terested to see. It may very well vio-
late the constitutional ban against
cruel and unusual punishment.

Let us not rush to judgment and pass
vastly expansive Federal legislation
such as that which came before the
Subcommittee on Crime earlier this
year which included terms which would
provide the basis for Federal jurisdic-
tion which were nowhere defined in
Federal law. Passing legislation as a
knee jerk reaction to an awful incident
is not the best way to govern. We need
to resist the urge, let Wyoming and the
other States do their jobs.
f

VIAGRA
(Ms. MCKINNEY asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, pardon
me, but today I rise because I am out-
raged by a New York Times report that
the Department of Defense has re-
quested between $50 and $100 million
for Viagra, the new sex drug designed
for impotent men. Instead of offsetting
this request from its $26 billion budget,
Secretary Cohen has requested an in-
crease in the 1999 military readiness
bill. When the military brass were on
Capitol Hill saying that our reasonable
belt tightening had resulted in an im-
potent military, I guess I did not fully
understand the scope of the problem.

With $50 million worth of Viagra, the
entire military industrial complex will
be locked, cocked and ready to rock.
Pretty scary.

Mr. Speaker, they just do not get it,
with Monica-gate, the Aberdeen Prov-
ing Ground sex scandal and widespread
sexual assaults throughout the mili-
tary, our Commander-in-Chief and his
Secretary of Defense concocted this
idea that our military needs this extra
expenditure. Let us have no more talk
of this expanding malfunctioning mis-
sile salvation operation.
f

MATTHEW SHEPARD
(Mr. KOLBE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, the sense-
less and tragic death of Matthew
Shepard in Laramie, Wyoming, follow-
ing by only a few months on the heels
of an equally tragic murder in Jasper,
Texas, reminds us of how imperfect are
our efforts to eradicate violence, ha-
tred and bigotry in our society. By all
accounts, Matthew Shepard was a
gentle young man, liked by all who
knew him, an unlikely person to incite
such mindless and brutal violence in
others.

How then does this occur? How do in-
dividuals get it fixed in their heads
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that it is open season on others simply
because they are of a different color or
different sexual orientation? I do not
believe we should engage in an exercise
of self-flagellation, but I do believe it
is incumbent upon each of us to exam-
ine the words we use, the statements
we condone, the rhetoric of bigotry we
sometimes hear and simply let pass
without condemnation because we are
preoccupied with other things. We
must not tolerate a message of hatred
in our midst. We must not give bigotry
the fertile soil it needs to flourish.

A loving God has gathered Matthew
Shepard to his bosom. He will never
face such hate again. That same God
may grant his mercy and forgiveness to
those who killed him but a harsher jus-
tice awaits them in this life.
f

SCHOOL VIOLENCE

(Ms. CHRISTIAN-GREEN asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. CHRISTIAN-GREEN. Mr. Speak-
er, later this week the President will
convene a conference to address the
issue of school violence.

Mr. Speaker, we can reduce school vi-
olence if we have smaller classes where
teachers can spend time with each stu-
dent and identify those who need spe-
cial intervention. We can prevent
school violence if our schools are posi-
tive centers of learning and our chil-
dren are given the tools they need to
excel. And we can prevent school vio-
lence if our school buildings are just
safe, clean and in good repair.

Mr. Speaker, we can get our arms
around this problem and more impor-
tantly around our children if we pass
bills that will increase the number of
teachers, reduce class size and build or
renovate our schools. We must save our
children. We must pass the President’s
education budget.
f

TAX REDUCTION

(Mr. WHITFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, a few
weeks ago this House passed a modest
tax reduction for hard working middle
class Americans. President Clinton and
the Democratic leadership vigorously
opposed the tax reduction. They said
they opposed it because they incor-
rectly, I might say, claimed it would
take money from Social Security.
However, in the last minute back room
negotiations on the omnibus appropria-
tion bill, the President and Democratic
leadership are not expressing any con-
cern for Social Security. Instead they
want to spend billions more of tax-
payer dollars for foreign aid, for their
favorite environmental programs and
for the education bureaucracy in Wash-
ington while we want to send it to
local school boards.

The President does not want to give
the American taxpayers a small tax re-
duction. Instead he wants to keep the

tax dollars in the government and let
them spend money on programs he
wants. Once again the President and
Democrat leadership say one thing in
public but they demand something en-
tirely different in private negotiations.
f

RECORD OF THE 105TH CONGRESS

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, in com-
munities all over America, we are try-
ing to support public education, in-
volve parents, improve the quality of
education, support professional edu-
cators. This Congress has not done its
share. Indeed, when this Congress goes
home, if we let it go without support-
ing public education and the Members
of Congress wave bye-bye out at the
airport, they will be recognizing about
the only accomplishment of this Con-
gress, which is the renaming of the air-
port here in Washington.

The reason nothing has been done is
that the priorities greatly differ be-
tween Democrats and Republicans. Re-
publicans want to abolish the Depart-
ment of Education. Republicans want
to take money away from public
schools and give those monies, those
public monies to elite academies.

We believe the time is now to stand
for this Congress doing something posi-
tively to support local communities
who want to improve the quality of
public education. That is what this
budget battle is all about. Let us stand
firmly for public schools and stand
firmly against a do-nothing Congress
that has nothing at this point to point
to as an accomplishment.
f

MORE ON THE PRESIDENT AND
VICE PRESIDENT’S TRAVEL PLANS

(Mr. SOUDER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, as a
member of the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, we have
been working on education all year. In-
deed in this budget it appears the
amounts have been set and we are just
negotiating the fine details of where it
is going to be put.

The question is why we are here right
now, since we knew we were going to
come to these straits earlier on this
year and we knew what our differences
were earlier on. Saturday the President
said in his radio address, I do not want
to see this Congress walk away from
America’s school children. Then he
went out to play golf for a couple
hours. Then he walked away all of yes-
terday and into last night for two fund-
raisers in New York.

Today the Vice President flew out
down to Palm Beach, Florida for a
fund-raiser down there. Then he goes to
Miami for a fund-raiser. Then he goes
to Coral Gables for a fund-raiser. In be-
tween he talks at a school in Miami

about the need for us to deal with
school kids.

Mr. Speaker, the President and the
Vice President should have been deal-
ing with the education issue and work-
ing out the differences between an
elected House and an elected Senate
and an elected President and Vice
President a long time ago, not trotting
off and doing fund-raisers and press
conferences.
f

THE REASON WE ARE HERE
TODAY

(Mr. MILLER of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, the reason we are here today
is because of the differences between
the Republicans and the Democrats
about our children’s education. We be-
lieve, as the American people do, that
our local districts need help in rebuild-
ing crumbling schools, that our schools
ought to be made safe, that children
should no longer go to school in made-
over closets and made-over teacher
lounges, in made-over storage areas.
They ought to have a safe and decent
place to go to school.

b 1030
We believe that we ought to make

every effort to try to help districts
lower the teacher/pupil ratio so that
teachers can spend more time with in-
dividual students. That is the impor-
tant work that ought to be done here.
It should have been done earlier, but
the Republicans were so excited about
impeachment that they forgot Ameri-
ca’s children. That work has to be
done.

The problem is there are even dif-
ferences within the Republican Party
about this education program. We be-
lieve that this money ought to make
sure that we can, in fact, reduce class
size. We can, in fact, build new schools
and repair schools and make a dif-
ference for America’s children as op-
posed to trying to provide a program
that allows governors to walk off with
the money
f

BEST WISHES FOR FORMER
CONGRESSMAN DANTE FASCELL
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
all of us in this chamber and back
home in South Florida send our best
wishes to our former House colleague,
Congressman Dante Fascell.

For almost 40 years, Dante Fascell
led the charge in the House of Rep-
resentatives for respect for human
rights internationally and fostering de-
mocracy and freedom throughout the
world.

As chairman of the Foreign Relations
Committee, Congressman Fascell
worked tirelessly in a bipartisan man-
ner to promote our American ideals of
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